GFS Sydney Bursary [image: ]
APPLICATION FORM  
GFS Sydney offer a bursary of up to 25% of the weekly accommodation cost during a  calendar year to reduce the accommodation rent for a resident at St Barnabas  
Terraces. The money does not need to be paid back. Bursaries granted to residents  will be paid directly to St Barnabas Terraces to offset the resident's rent account. This Bursary is offered  to students based on their personal circumstances and thus are struggling to pay for their  accommodation costs. Applications are assessed and awarded at the discretion of the GFS Sydney  Committee. Residents may re-apply for a second/third year.  
Applications for the full year 2025 bursaries close on Friday 29th November 2024  

I wish to apply for a bursary from GFS Sydney for help with my accommodation  costs at St Barnabas Terraces for 2025.  
Applicant Name: Angelica Gao
Date of Birth: 27/08/20024
Home Address: 10 Seneca Court, Golflands, Auckland, NZ
Town: Auckland 
Postcode: 2013
Phone no. (m) 0426995241 
Email: angelicagao27@gmail.com 
Nationality: New Zealand 
Church you attend: St Barnabas Broadway
Tertiary Course Studying: Bachelor of Commerce 
Course Year: Second year 
Full or Part time: Full 
Institution: University of Sydney 
What month/year are you considering moving into St Barnabas Terraces? Moved in in 2024, hoping to continue the stay in 2025 

On the following page, please write a personal statement (max length one A4 page) which  demonstrates how you are experiencing difficulty meeting accommodation costs and other living  expenses for the immediate year. This will require you to clearly outline your current financial need and  why the need has arisen. Also please mention any benefits and challenges that you feel will affect you  getting this bursary.  
(All personal details will remain confidential to the GFS Sydney Bursary Committee)  Applicant’s Signature: Angelica Gao
Date: 31/10/2024
Personal Statement 

I want to start be giving thanks and sincere appreciation for the support provided by the GFS in regards to this bursary this year. Receiving this bursary over the past year has provided both financial stability and the opportunity to become deeply involved in the supportive community at St Barneys Church/ Terraces. The bursary has not only relieved me from financial struggles and stresses, it also enabled me to save up and invest financially to my spiritual life and to others. I was able to attend two Christian camps this year with two university christian fellowships, allowing me to build valuable and meaningful friendships in Christ, as well as growing in my love for Christ and knowledge of His word. I was also able to attend St Barneys’ church’s getaway which was an exciting and wholesome time to spend with the church family. Furthermore, I am convicted by God’s heart for the nations, and His calling for me to experience and see His work globally, therefore, I will be going on a short-term mission trip to Cambodia at the end of the year. I am currently in the process of support raising for this trip, at the same time, I will be travelling around Asia after the trip, visiting family members I have not seen since before COVID, as well as my boyfriend’s family in Hong Kong. I am deeply grateful for the stability and help this bursary provided, which made so many of these opportunities, connections and experiences possible. I thank and praise our God for your support. 
I wish and ask for your consideration for a reapplication of this bursary for 2025 at the terraces as I continue my studies in Sydney. Currently, my financial need remains significant. As an international student from New Zealand, I have lots of unique expenses for studying abroad. Furthermore, I am also not eligible for many Australian public benefits and concessions, making it even harder to sustain myself financially here. 
A major financial strain this year has arisen in the area of health and medical expenses. Over the past year, I have developed issues with digestion, often experiencing severe reactions to having food. These difficulties have impacted my day-to-day life, prompting me to seek medical support, including regular GP visits and specialist referrals, which have become a substantial and ongoing expense. This situation requires continuous monitoring and medication, and I anticipate further costs as I prepare to travel for my mission trip to Cambodia, where I will need to buy digestion pills and other medication  to help me with dietary adjustments there.

I will continue to serve the community at St Barnabas Broadway, and several christian groups at the Usyd Campus, therefore, convenience in living at the terraces will be greatly helpful.  Receiving this bursary for the coming year would offer critical relief, helping me manage these essential health expenses while continuing my studies and contributing to the community at St Barnabas. I am sincerely grateful for your consideration and for the support this bursary has provided thus far, which has been a foundational part of my ability to thrive academically and personally during my time in Sydney.
Lastly, I want to thank God for His provision through your generous support, which has sustained and blessed me in countless ways this past year. I am deeply grateful to the GFS Committee for your dedication and love for God’s people, extended to students like myself - as seen in the care, both in financial support and your emails and updates. I pray that God will continue to bless and guide the work of GFS abundantly. I also ask for your prayers as I prepare for the mission trip to Cambodia and continue my studies, that I may glorify God in all I do.

Return application form and any attachments: 
By post to: GFS Sydney Inc. P.O. Box 374 Emu Plains NSW 2750 
 Or email: info@gfs-sydney.org and dei.noss13@gmail.com
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